
HESA Disability grouping matrix 

Reasonable adjustment matrix 

1. No known disability  

2. Cognitive processing need such as dyslexia, dyspraxia; a need in executive function, visual processing speed, visual perception, 

literacy, numeracy, verbal reasoning, verbal memory, nonverbal memory  

3. Social/ communication need such autistic spectrum condition 

4. Long standing illness such as cancer, epilepsy, Crohn’s, IBS, Chronic Fatigue 

5. A mental health condition 

6. A physical need such as crutches or wheelchair user, arthritis, paraplegia, quadriplegia, cerebral palsy  

7. Hearing need  

8. Visual need 

 

Assessment method 
Reasonable adjustment Observation 

Practical 
Skills Test 

Test Project Presentation 
Professional 
Discussion 

Extra time allowed 2,3,4,5,6,7,8 2,3,4,5,6,7,8 2,3,4,5,6,7,8 2,3,4,5 2,3,4,5,7 2,3,5,6,7 

Scribe   2,6,8    

Reader   2,8    

Personal support worker in 
attendance 

2,5,6,8 2,5,6,8 2,5,8 2,5,8 2,5,6,8 2,5,8 

Timed rest breaks 2,4,5,6,7,8 2,4,5,6,7,8 2,4,5,6,7,8 2,4,5,6,7,8 2,4,5,6,7,8 2,4,5,6,7,8 

Bathroom breaks 4,6 4,6 4,6 4,6 4,6 4,6 

Voice explanation 2,8 2,8     

BSL interpreter + extra time 7 7 7 7 7 7 

 



Assessment method 
Reasonable adjustment Observation 

Practical 
Skills Test 

Test Project Presentation 
Professional 
Discussion 

Assistive technology – voice 
recognition 

  2.4.6    

Assistive technology – 
screen reader 

  8    

Assistive technology – text 
to speech 

  2.4    

Flexibility with location    3,4,5,6 3,4,5,6 3,4,5,6 

Flexibility of time of 
assessment 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

Flexibility within the method 
of assessment 

 6 3,4,5,6 3,4,5,6 3,4,5,6 3,4,5,6 

Pre-recorded evidence / 
delivered by video link 

   2,3,4,5 2,3,4,5  

Permission to write notes      2,4,5 

Permission to bring notes    2,4,5  2,4,5 

Info presented in required 
format – size, font style, 
colour 

  2,8    



 

Assessment method 
Reasonable adjustment Observation 

Practical 
Skills Test 

Test Project Presentation 
Professional 
Discussion 

Individual testing   3,4,6    

Paper-based option   2,4    

Supervised assessment 
taken at home 

  3,4,5,6    

Written questions to back up 
verbal 

    2,4,5,6 2,4,5,6 

Rewording of questions / 
clarification if needed 

    2,3,7 2,3,7 

Time allowance for 
processing verbal questions 

    2,4,5,7 2,4,5,7 

Information presented in 
small chunks 

    2,4,7 2,4,7 

 


